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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-453
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: July 26, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: F; RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: July 29, 2011
Type of Action: Conveyance Approval; Agreement Authorization
Bill Summary: This ordinance approves and supports the donation of the Norman Studios (“the property”) to the United States Department of the Interior (“DOI”) through a conveyance by the Department of Public Works at such time in the future as the donation of the property is accepted by DOI; the ordinance approves and authorizes the Mayor, or his designee, and the Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver, for and on behalf of the City, the Partnership Agreement between the City of Jacksonville and Norman Studios Silent Film Museum, Inc. for operation and maintenance of the property until its conveyance to DOI..
Background:  The Norman Studios on Arlington Road symbolized Jacksonville’s early foray into the motion picture industry.  Richard E. Norman acquired the studio in 1924 and proceeded to produce a number of successful films.  The City Council appropriated $400,000 in 2000 (2000-0822-E) to purchase and preserve the studios as a museum.  The City Council subsequently appropriated funds for the renovation of the studios.  This ordinance donates the historic Norman Studios to the U.S. Department of the Interior to be programmed as a National Park Service (“NPS”) site with the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve. Prior approval and support of the donation of the property to DOI will facilitate the conveyance of the property by the Department of Public Works.  Pending DOI’s acceptance of the donation, arrangements must be made for the operation and maintenance of the property; the Partnership Agreement between the City of Jacksonville and Norman Studios Silent Film Museum, Inc. provides for the property’s maintenance.
Policy Impact: Public Works
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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